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What are the IB curriculum 
options at Canyon 
 del Oro? 
Students can choose to study the “Full 
Diploma” or take individual IB courses. 
Prerequisites apply. 

  

Full Diploma students study six weighted, 
honors courses, three at higher level (HL) and 
three standard level (SL) that generally run 
during both their junior and senior years. 

  

Students choose one subject from each of 
Groups 1 to 5 below, thus ensuring breadth of 
experience across subject areas. 

  

The sixth subject may be an arts subject chosen 
from Group 6, or one of the other electives 
listed in Group 6 below. 

  

Group 1: Studies in Language and 
Literature: Literature HL, Literature & 
Performance SL 

  

Group 2: Language Acquisition: Spanish, 
French, German (all SL or HL) 

  

Group 3: Individuals and Societies: History HL 

  

Group 4: Sciences: Chemistry HL, Environmental 
Systems & Societies 

  

Group 5: Mathematics: Analysis and 
Approaches SL 

  

Group 6: Arts & Electives: Visual Arts SL/HL, 
Dance SL, Computer Science SL, Social and 
Cultural Anthropology SL/HL 

 

IB Core: Includes distinct core components 
linking learning from all subjects: Theory of 
Knowledge (TOK); Creativity, Activity, Service 
(CAS); Extended Essay. Full IB DP students 
engage in all three core components. 
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Why consider the IB 
Diploma Programme?  

 
 

 The International Baccalaureate (IB) 
aims to develop inquiring, 
knowledgeable, and caring young 
people who help to create a better and 
more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and 
respect. To this end, IB works with 
schools worldwide to develop 
challenging programmes of 
international education and rigorous 
assessment. 

 

 These programmes encourage 
students across the world to become 
active, compassionate, and lifelong 
learners with international awareness 
- qualities highly sought after by the 
most selective colleges and 
universities in the United States and 
around the world. 

 

 International Baccalaureate 
encourages a positive attitude toward 
learning by encouraging students to 
ask challenging questions, to reflect 
critically, to develop research skills, to 
learn how to learn, and to participate 
in community service. 

 

  “IB is well known to us as excellent 
preparation. Success in an IB programme 
correlates well with success at Harvard. 
We are pleased to see the credential of 

the IB Diploma Programme on the 
transcript.”  

Marlyn McGrath Lewis, Assistant Dean of 
Admissions, Harvard University, USA  

What sets the IB apart? 
 

 IB programmes are recognized around 
the world and ensure an increased 
adaptability and mobility for IB 
students. The curriculum and pedagogy 
of IB programmes focus on 
international perspectives of learning 
and teaching, while insisting that 
students fully explore their home 
culture and language. 

 

 IB World Schools must undergo an 
exhaustive authorization process in 
order to offer one or more of the 
programmes, which includes a study of 
the school's resources and commitment 
to the IB mission and philosophy. 

 

 IB teachers participate in a wide variety 
of professional development 
opportunities to constantly update their 
knowledge and share their expertise 
with colleagues around the world. 

 

 IB prepares students well for college 
and universities and beyond with real-
world skills and confidence.  

 

 The IB Diploma Programme receives 
international recognition with potential 
scholarships. 

 

“We know the quality of IB courses, and we 
think the IB curriculum is terrific.” 

Christoph Guttentag, Director of Admissions, 
Duke University, USA 

IB & AP Considerations 
 

IB courses are not intended to replace AP 
classes at Canyon del Oro High School. AP 
courses will continue to represent an 
attractive college-prep course of study for 
students who desire more flexibility in their 
class schedules.  

 

 AP students may take one or more AP 
courses beginning in grade 9. In contrast, 
IB Diploma Program (DP) candidates 
will take college level courses in each of 
the six areas of academic study 
beginning Grade 11.   

 Both programs will enable high 
achieving students to earn college credit 
and academic accolades. 

 The IB DP requires the study of a second 
language emphasizing linguistic skills 
and increased cultural understanding.  

 IB DP graduates report being more 
comfortable with doing research and 
more willing to engage in research at the 
college level. 

 IB has a greater emphasis on writing, 
discussion, critical thinking, and 
developing the whole student in all 
courses. To this end, DP students also 
take Theory of Knowledge (TOK); 
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS); 
Extended Essay.  

 IB courses provide multiple assessment 
types to give a more accurate depiction 
of student learning. Students are 
assessed in practical applications such as 
fieldwork, lab experiments, literary 
performances, mathematical 
investigations, presentations, reflections, 


